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                                                                                                                                   Thursday 14th May 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 
Government announcement on phased reopening of schools  
 
Many of you will have watched the Prime Minister’s announcement on Sunday evening and been left, like 
us, with more questions than answers. The choice of year groups was surprising, particularly given what we 
all know about small children and social distancing.  
 
Several guidance documents for schools were published on Monday evening, which begin to provide us 
with some of the answers. This letter tells you what we know so far and what we are doing to provide a 
safe environment for the children who return to school, as well as for the staff working with them. 
 
When will schools start to re-open? 
Obviously, we have been open every day since the lock down on the 20th March and staff even worked 
through the Easter holidays to look after the children of key workers and vulnerable children. However, the 
government’s plan is for schools to start re-opening for more children from 1st June (after half term) 
although they have said that this date may be postponed if the infection rate starts to go up before then. 
 
Which year groups will be able to return to school? 
Children in Foundation, Year 1 and Year 6 will be allowed back to school. Siblings in other year groups will 
NOT be able to return at the same time.  
 
When will other year groups be allowed back? 
The government says that its “ambition” is for other children to be able to return to school before the 
summer holidays, but that is very much dependent on how the initial re-opening goes. No date has been 
given for this to happen. 

 
What about the children who have been using the Emergency Care Provision during the lockdown? 
These children will be able to continue coming to school, regardless of which year group they are in.  

 
Will I be penalised if I choose to keep my child at home, even if they are allowed to return? 
The government guidance says that no parent will be penalised for keeping their children at home. 
 
How will schools keep children safe? 
Physically keeping young children apart is extremely difficult to achieve, even in large open spaces! In order 
to minimise the number of people they come into contact with, classes will be split into smaller groups 
with seating arrangements 2m apart as much as we can; children will stay in the same room/area with the 
same adults as much as humanly possible.  
 
Other protective measures include: 

• Avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms 

• Frequent hand cleaning and good hygiene practices 
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• Regular cleaning of the school 

• Minimising contact and mixing 
 
This means that we are looking carefully at: classroom organisation and at how children move between the 
classroom and toilets, how school dinners are organised, how breaktimes/lunchtimes are staggered, which 
resources can be easily cleaned and which will need to be put away for now and lots of other things to 
ensure that the school day is as safe as we can make it. 
 
Wearing face coverings or face masks in schools is NOT recommended unless a child or staff member 
displays symptoms. Staff will continue to use gloves for first aid and toilet accidents.  
 
Pick up and drop off times will be staggered and at different points around the school to avoid adults and 
children mixing. It is recommended that children arrive on foot or bicycle accompanied by only one parent. 
At present, we do not anticipate being able to open Breakfast and After School Club. The wrap around care 
arrangements for children currently attending the Emergency Care Provision will continue for four or five 
families as is currently the case and in agreement with the headteacher. 
 
The same home learning provision will continue, although there may be adjustments to the way it 
currently works as the teachers’ work patterns change to adapt to the re-opening. Foundation, Year 1 and 
Year 6 teachers will no longer carry out Zoom calls or respond to the blog/emails as they will be in school. 
 
I appreciate that I will not have been able to answer all your questions, but once initial arrangements have 
been finalised, I will share the full plan with you. 
 
I also appreciate that many of you will not be able to make your decision about whether to send your child 
back to school (Foundation, Yr1 and Yr6), until you have seen our plans but to aid planning please could I 
ask Foundation, Year 1 and Year 6 parents to email me at: headteacher.3240@stanford.oxon.sch.uk to 
indicate your current intention for the 1st June (if the government agree the phased reopening is going 
ahead). 
 
With very best wishes and our heartfelt thanks for all your support. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Mrs Amanda Willis 
Headteacher 
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